His Entry into Politics
and when he was warned that his conduct would probably
result in his dismissal from his office, he retorted that that was
exactly what he wanted to happen* He was astute enough
to know that a little martyrdom would be useful to him when
he offered himself for election* When, in his capacity as
High Sheriff, he declared the result of the poll, his brother
was found to be at the bottom of it* There can be few men
in this world who have so thoroughly enjoyed being defeated
as John Parnell did, and he took himself as quickly as he could
to America away from the dangerous company of his brother*
His journey there, however, was saddened by the fact that
Mrs* Parnell had lost nearly all her inheritance from her brother
in the Black Friday Panic which swept over the American
stock markets* She had enjoyed its possession, in theory
rather than in fact, for little more than a year*
Soon after his departure, Colonel Taylor, one of the
members for the county of Dublin, was appointed by Disraeli
to the Chancellorship of the Duchy of Lancaster, and had to
seek re-election* Charles Parnell had joined the Home Rule
League, which was anxious to contest the seat, despite the
fact that Colonel Taylor was certain to be re-elected, but had
difficulty in finding a candidate to fight so forlorn a hope*
He offered himself as the Home Rule candidate, but was not
received with enthusiasm* Mr. Butt, when the young
landlord had gone to him proposing to join the League, had
been delighted with him* " My dear boy/* he exclaimed to
one of his friends, " we have got a splendid recruit, an historic
name, my friend, young Parnell, of Wicklow; and unless I
am mistaken, the Saxon will find him an ugly customer,
though he is a good-looking fellow*" Mr* Butt himself was
to find him an ugly customer five years after their first
encounter, for by that time the tongue-tied, singularly un-
informed stripling from Wicklow had ejected Mr* Butt from
his leadership and landed him with a broken heart in his
95